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NEWS RELEASE
MASTER CRAFTSMAN BARRY CROFT,   2004 INTERNATIONAL GRAND SILVER CUP AWARD WINNER, 
TO BE HONORED AT THE 

SSIA’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Barry Croft, owner of Shoe Savers, 2438 BISSONNET, Houston, Texas, will be recognized by his peers for his outstanding craftsmanship and will be presented the International Grand Silver Cup in addition to three other awards when the Shoe Service Institute of America meets July 24th-25th at the Hilton City Avenue Hotel in Philadelphia, PA. Mr. Croft will receive first place awards in both the men’s and ladies half-sole and heel categories and a second place award in the men’s full sole and heel category. The awards will be presented by Kevin Donahue president of QB Soling (Vibram) and Neil Dotzenrod of Guard Industries. Suppliers, wholesalers and members of the SSIA sponsor the Silver Cup Competition as an international event. It has long been a highly coveted award and is considered to be the Academy Award or the Holy Grail of the shoe repair industry. The Shoe Service Institute of America is a 100 year old organization comprised of a network of thousands of repair shops throughout the country in both the United States and Canada along with all of the manufacturers and suppliers. It is dedicated to educating and promoting quality to the trade and general public.
   To enter the Silver Cup craftsmanship contest, Croft submitted two pair of men’s shoes and a pair of ladies’ shoes. One shoe from each pair was repaired with a new sole and heel. The repaired shoes were then refinished to look like new. ”One of the principal benefits of shoe repair is that consumers can have their shoes repaired to look like new, but for a fraction of the cost of new shoes,” says SSIA Association Manager Jimmy Benson. “The purpose of the Silver Cup Contest is to recognize craftsmen such as Barry Croft who set the standards for our industry and maximize the benefits to consumers. His entries are some of the best that I have ever seen entered in the competition. I would be confident that his work would measure up to anyone in the U.S., Canada and even in Europe.”
Mr. Benson pointed out that there are also the physical and aesthetic benefits that a well-maintained, high quality pair of shoes brings. “These benefits start with superior craftsmanship. That is why master craftsmen such as Barry Croft are so important.” 

Judging for the contest took place in June at the Orlando offices of Florida Leather Company. Two master craftsmen and past Silver Cup winners, with a combined experience of over 75 years, served as judges. The judges compared the repaired shoes to their unrepaired mates and evaluated the entries based on how well Croft had restored them to their original factory condition. His workmanship was judged to be the best in the United States and Canada this year. Barry now holds the highest scores in the history of the contest.
For more information please contact Barry Croft at 713-524-3357 or SSIA Association Manager Jimmy Benson at 508-725-9612)

